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Former Rangers enjoyED memorable starts  
to 2017-18 NHL campaign 

Radek Faksa 
KITCHENER RANGERS: 2011-14
The centre had a natural hat trick, scoring three goals in a 
span of 6:46 during the second period, to help lift the  
Dallas Stars to a 3-0 win on November 28, 2017.  
The Stars victory ended a five-game Vegas Golden Knights'  
win streak.
 
The hat trick was the second-fastest natural hat trick  
(Bill Goldsworthy, 5:32 on December 11, 1973), and the 
fifth-fastest in Stars (North Stars) history.
 
He scored his second and third goals just eight seconds 
apart, becoming the second player in Stars history to  
score twice in eight seconds or less. 

John Gibson 
KITCHENER RANGERS: 2011-13
During a span of his first 17 games of the season, the  
Anaheim Ducks goaltender registered five games with  
41 or more saves and a 4-1-0-0 record. 
 
Over the course of three straight games from November  
15-22, the Pittsburgh, PA native amassed 143 saves 
against the Boston Bruins (42 saves) Florida Panthers (52) 
and Vegas Golden Knights (49), going 2-1 in that span.  

Andrew Crescenzi 
KITCHENER RANGERS: 2009-12
The Thornhill, ON native made his NHL debut as a member 
of the Los Angeles Kings on November 14, 2017 vs. the 
Vancouver Canucks. 
 
The centre played two games during the recall by the Kings, 
also dressing on November 16 vs. the Boston Bruins. 
Crescenzi became the 186th Kitchener Rangers alumni 
(players/coaches) to graduate to the NHL. 



BIG 
DREAMS

ALUMNUS DAVID CLARKSON 
CONTINUES TO GIVE BACK  
IN A BIG WAY
BY: ALYSCIA WARNER

On Wednesday, November 8, 2017 the 
Kitchener Rangers, alongside alumnus David 
Clarkson, hosted DREAM; a legendary event 
to celebrate the accomplishments of Clarky’s 
Kids, headlined by a performance by JUNO 
Award winning singer-songwriter Johnny Reid. 
The event raised more than $50,000.00 
though event tickets sold, as well as nearly 
$10,000.00 via a silent auction in support of 
Clarky’s Kids. 

Clarky’s Kids was founded, in part, by Clarkson 
in 2008, and provides support to children and 
families dealing with childhood cancer in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo community, to the  
Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario, and  
to Grand River Hospital. 

FUNDS RAISED FROM DREAM  
WENT DIRECTLY TO GRAND RIVER 
HOSPITAL TO RENOVATE AND  
CREATE A SENSORY TREATMENT 
AND WAITING ROOM FOR  
CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

The existing room provides in-patient and 
emergency pediatric oncology patients a  
private space outside of the general  
emergency waiting area at the hospital. 
The renovations will feature state-of-the-art 
technology that will allow each child to further 
enjoy the space, and in turn, help them to stay 
calm prior to receiving difficult medical  
procedures such as spinal taps. 

“During my playing days in Kitchener, I lost my 
Grandmother,” Clarkson recalled. “Just before 
she passed, she said, ‘If you can ever help 
others and do things for people, you should do 
that.’ It was the last conversation we ever had. 

“When I made it to the NHL, I phoned Michelle 
[Fortin, Manager of Brand Marketing for the 
Kitchener Rangers] with the intent of starting 
something to give back to the community.  
I wanted it to be affiliated through the Rangers 
because there’s just no better organization. 
This city, and this program, are very dear to  
my heart. 

“WHEN YOU PLAY HERE, THE COMMUNITY 
MAKES YOU FEEL LIKE ONE OF THEIR 
OWN,” CLARKSON ADDED. “THAT ALWAYS 
MEANT A LOT TO ME, SO I WANTED TO KEEP 
THAT RELATIONSHIP GOING.” 

The support to Clarky’s Kids from Clarkson, as well 
as countless other individuals and businesses in the 
community, has provided not only financial support, but 
other forms of aid and assistance to those children and 
families in the program. 

As well as suite nights at a Rangers game, Clarky’s Kids 
has also hosted other special events for families includ-
ing VIP movie nights, barbecues, holiday  
gatherings, Santa Claus visits, amusement park days and 
live shows.
 
Clarkson also helped incorporate the assistance of 
Smilezone Foundation to help fund the previously 
mentioned care space at the POGO Satellite Centre. The 
current treatment stations feature individual televisions 
for private viewing, iPads, vibrant murals and a play area 
while they undergo their chemotherapy treatments. The 
upgrades from the money raised via DREAM will aim to 
change the already-great space to ‘a dream come true.’ 

POGO Satellite Nurse Coordinator, past POGO Board 
member, and POGO Nursing Committee member Patti 
Bambury spoke at the event, and elaborated on what 
Clarky’s Kids has meant to the children and families who 
have been a part of it.  

“We have a mural in the clinic of David during various 
phases of his hockey career,” said Bambury. “The  
mural contains a quote from Walt Disney, ‘All our dreams 
can come true if we have the courage to  
pursue them.’ Believe me, you haven’t witnessed brave or 
courageous until you meet a child fighting cancer.  
It takes a team to pursue this goal, so let us continue to 
dream together.” 

The hospital’s POGO Satellite Centre sees more than 800 
visits annually from local young cancer patients and their 
families. 

“Clarky’s Kids is about more than just raising funds and 
awareness for childhood cancer patients and their fami-
lies,” said Fortin. “David and other former and  
current Rangers’ players build friendships with  
amazing families that have lasted - and will last – for 
many years. Our Clarky’s Kids dream of supporting kids 
and families in our community will continue and we will 
always push to dream big.” 

For more information on how you can donate,  
please visit kitchenerrangers.com.

Photo by Dan Hamilton: Johnny Reid performs to a crowd of 425 at the DREAM event held in November at The Aud.  
He looks down to childhood cancer patient Gage who is enjoying hanging out with David Clarkson. 
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Reunite with former 
teammates at Club 63!
Overlooking the ice surface, Club 63 is great for alumni in 
groups of up to 19 people! Perfect for your next social gath-
ering, this space offers plenty of room to interact with your 
former teammates or guests all while enjoying a Rangers’ 
themed suite.

This newly renovated space offers the ability for food & 
beverage service and comes with 14 tickets and two parking 
passes. Clients have the option to purchase five more tickets 
for a total of 19 guests.

Club 63 has limited availability and is not available for 
purchase through the Activa Box Office located at The Aud 
or Centre in the Square Box Office, and is only available on a 
game-by-game basis.

BOOK CLUB 63 TODAY 
CALL: ZACH FOSS, M-F 9:30-1PM & 2-5PM

PHONE: (519) 576-3700
EMAIL: zfoss@kitchenerrangers.com

Billy McGuigan was acquired by the Kitchener Rangers  
in a trade with the Peterborough Petes during the  
1994-95 season.  

He would go on to play four seasons of professional hockey 
in the Colonial Hockey League (Detroit Falcons, Saginaw 
Wheels), Central Hockey League (Fort Worth Fire) and West  
Coast Hockey League (Idaho Steelheads) before dressing in 
two exhibition games with the Colorado Avalanche. 
 
After his playing days, he turned his focus to coaching and 
found success. As head coach of the Maritime Hockey 
League’s Summerside Western Capitals, the Charlottetown, 
P.E.I. Native guided the team to a 43-7 record during the 
2012-13 season. 

 
That year the Capitals earned a fran-
chise record in points (88), wins (43), 
and claimed the Kent Cup as league 
champions. They would go on to 
earn silver in both the Fred Page Cup 
(eastern Canadian championship) 
and the RBC Cup (national champi-
onship).
 

He spent the following season as an assistant coach with the 
WHL’s Regina Pats before returning to the Maritimes and his 
role as head coach of the Capitals, where he coaches today. 

BILLY MCGUIGAN
Position Right Wing
Years with the Rangers  
1994-95 (1 season)
Games Played 37
Career Regular Season Stats  
Goals 7 Assists 20  
Points 27 
PIMS 112

Where are they now?

JOIN OUR FACEBOOK  
ALUMNI GROUP!
Send an email to Alyscia Warner at  
awarner@kitchenerrangers.com for 
your invitation and start connecting 
with long-lost friends and  
teammates now!


